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Econ





Innovate using 
Music and Movies

1. Why use them?

2. How to use them?

3. Now some examples…



Why?

Interest
Alfred Marshall: “economics is a study of mankind 

in the ordinary business of life”

Many song lyrics 
capture Marshall’s 
statement perfectly



“But I’m not an 
entertainer!”

Amusing Learning

Illustrations

Applications

Recall

Entertainment

Fun

Why?   How?   Now!



Challenge and Remedy
Challenge: The Net Generation

– Digital Natives (Prensky 2001; 2006)
– Multitasking (Salaway et al. 2006)

• 6.5 to 11 hours per day

Remedy: Multimedia use
– Effectiveness

• Sociology (Demerath 1981; Tipton and Tiemann 1993)
• Critical Thinking (Leland 1994; Payne 1993)
• Sexton (2006) suggests that video clips help students:

Keep interest and retain information

Why?   How?   Now!



Research on Effectiveness

Complements lecture (not substitute)

Motivates interest & engages learners

Illustrates concepts & shows relevance

Helps retain information

Why?   How?   Now!



Need proof?

Year Authors
2001, 2006 Prensky: students digital natives; instructors digital immigrants

2006 Salaway, et al.: students multitask 6.5 to 11 hours per day

1981 Demerath: evidence for effectiveness (sociology)

1993 Tipton & Tiemann: more evidence of effectiveness (sociology) 

1994 Leland: promotes critical thinking

1993 Payne: promotes critical thinking

2006 Sexton: video clips “keep their interest and retain info”

2004 Serva & Fuller: classroom experience and perception of instruction 

2009 Willingham: why do students remember TV but forget lectures?

1999 Bransford, Brown & Cocking: technology’s role in learning environ.

2006 Becker & Watts: teach econ in as many ways as possible

Relevant research* in no particular order….

Why?  How?  Now! * Detailed reference upon request



Applied learning

Music for econ assignment

Review of material

Thinking about econ outside the classroom

Why?   How?   Now!



How?

However you like:
before class or during class
bonus questions or projects

Variety of ways:
simple song to multiple media formats

Make it your own!

Why?   How? Now!



Just a song 
before class 
begins



I bought a ring and she said “I do”
But everybody else said, “man, 

you’re 22”
“Whatcha trying to prove?
“Hey why don’t you wait?”

Cause I’ve been waiting on her 
since the second grade

Sounds like you’ve 
got a very weak time 
preference bro.

Wish we could turn back time
To the good ole days

When my mama sang us to sleep
But now we’re stressed out

Don’t think about 
that!  

Sunk costs my man!



2: Song + video = learning!

Why?  How? Now!

https://criticalcommons.org/view%3Fm=NrJlX8cbh


THE FOLLOWING PREVIEW HAS BEEN APPROVED FOR

APPROPRIATE AUDIENCES

BY THE MUSIC FOR ECON PROJECT

THE SONG HAS BEEN RATED

EPIC STUDENTS STRONGLY CAUTIONED

All material is appropriate for anyone learning economics

FUNNY, SERIOUS, LIFE CHANGING, AWESOME, ENLIGHTENING, 
ECONOMICS



Fi
nd

 m
or

e 
Po

w
er

Po
in

t 
te

m
pl

at
es

 o
n 
pr

ez
en

tr
.c
om

!

COMING SOON!!!!
Music for econ will have its own website.

Predicted release date: May 2020

For now, you can access songs at:
www.criticalcommons.org

Type “Music for Econ” in the search bar.
And look in THE ULTIMATE GUIDE

Why?  How?  Now!

http://www.criticalcommons.org/
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Using Movie Clips

Provide content and information
Illustrate a concept or principle

Apply content
Snap students to attention

Present Alternative Viewpoints

Why?  How?  Now!



Which of these 

Would shift the 

demand curve?

Why?  How? Now!



Why?  How? Now!



After the clip

• In Class
o Ask questions about the economic concept 
oHave students discuss in groups
oRun a Kahoot!

• Assignments
o Assign HW or in-class problems 
o Post on LMS
oClass projects or discussions

Why?  How?  Now!



Why?  How? Now!





economicsoftheoffice.com

Using a TV show





Why?  How?  Now!



TV shows can be specific



Using other videos

• Present Alternative Viewpoints

QsQd



Hyperinflate our student 
loans out of existence!



Why?  How?  Now!

Song + activity + movie clip



Why?  How?  Now!
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“I wish I’d partied a little less. People always say ‘be true to 
yourself.’ But that’s misleading, because there are two selves. 

There’s your short term self, and there’s your long term self. And if 
you’re only true to your short term self, your long term self slowly 

decays.”

36
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Overwhelmed yet?



Getting Started

Why?  How?  Now!

• Do NOT have to
– do things one way
– be technically gifted
– teach with Power Point
– have specific software
– being an “actor” or “entertainer”

• Do have to 
– be creative - put your stamp on it!
– believe economics is everywhere!



Getting Started the Easy Way
Interactive Instructor’s Guide 

Why?  How?  Now!



How will it benefit 
students? 

Why?  How?  Now!

Improves
– engagement
– information retention
– outcomes

See that economics really is 
everywhere

How will it benefit you? 



Questions?


