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My Social Media Presence
v Each has a vibrant teaching community.
v Each has their own algorithm for growth/outreach.
v Think of your expertise as a product you’re selling.
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Christopher Clarke, PhD
Instructional Assistant Professor

Washington State University
University of Houston

TikTok.com/@EconChrisClarke

https://www.tiktok.com/@econchrisclarke




A Teacher Meets Students Where They Are



A Public 
Educator 
Engaging 
with … the 
Public

Many of our salaries are 
subsidized by the general 
public.

We want our expertise to have 
a broad impact.

Economics affects everybody



We also live in a more 
politically bifurcated 

society.

• By engaging in the public effectively, we improve the reputation 
of our profession.

• We have a lot to offer for policy questions.

• A functioning democracy requires active expertise.



Public 
Engagement 

Improves the 
Classroom

• Epistemic Humility
• The public will criticize, whereas students won’t.

• (I mean the material, not about “extra 
credit”)

• Comment section brings new ideas, new sources, 
feedback.
• Prevents the ivory tower solipsism. 

• Get to the point!
• Quality writing in 60 seconds identifies the 

salient kernels of a principle.
• An accurate non-technical explanation requires 

a lot of crafting.
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Craig Palsson

• Professor at Utah State University
• Research economic history and economic development, focus on 

economic history of Haiti
• Story starts in 2018



Market Power



What is YouTube’s objective?

• Simple: Maximize profits
• Where does YouTube get its revenue?
• Advertising

• So how does YouTube show more ads?
• By getting people to watch videos
• The more videos people watch, the more money YouTube makes

• Key to success on YouTube: opportunity costs









Video from 2019

Video from 2022
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Twitter in the High School 
World

Matt Pierson
@OPS_MrPierson



Student Work



Student 
Work



Econ Humor



Class Activities



Community 
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