
What is the size 
of the audience 

for an 
undergraduate 

paper?



But how hard did a student work?

Who else is going to benefit from this 
knowledge creation?









THERE IS A NEED



Skin in the game
• Contributions are seen by the general public. They 

make a difference!
• Years later, students proudly report that their edits are 

still up.
• Wikipedia requires high level writing
• Citations
• Neutral tone
• No opinion/original analysis
• Summarizing/Synthesizing



THE ASSIGNMENT

• End of Semester 6-page essay
• Includes a 250 word edit to an existing Wikipedia Page
• If the edit stays present for at least three weeks, then students are awarded 1.5% 

extra credit.
• Include Edit in paper’s appendix, including Wikipedia Username.

From their Editing Tutorial: “The goal of a Wikipedia article is to create a 
comprehensive and neutrally written summary of existing mainstream knowledge 
about a topic: Wikipedia does not publish original research. An encyclopedia is, by its 
nature, a tertiary source that provides a survey of information already published in the 
wider world. So we require that information be verifiable in reliable external sources. 
Ideally, all information should refer to reliable outside sources, using citations. When 
adding content and creating new articles, an encyclopedic style with a formal tone is 
important. Instead of essay-like, argumentative, or opinionated writing, Wikipedia 
articles should have a straightforward, just-the-facts style.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Tutorial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:NPOV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:NOR
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tertiary_source
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verify
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Identifying_reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:REFB
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Encyclopedic_style
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:TONE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Summary_style


BEST 

PRACTICES
• Remember this is part of a community
• No free loading our grading

• Take classroom time to properly prepare 
students
• Objective Tone
• Proper Citation Format
• Quality Writing
• No “fluff” or redundancy
• Active voice
• Conciseness

• Is their contribution appropriate for the article? Does it 
add something that was missing?



Spring 2020 – Spring 2023, 5 semesters
125 submitted papers

27 No Edit Attempt

21 Deleted

14 Modified

63 Untouched



78.6% Edits Still Remain

SUCCESS 
RATE

21.4% Deleted

14.3% Modified

64.3 % Untouched



CITATIONS!

Reasons for Edit Deletions
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71% are deleted in first 5 days

4 58 367 433 526 604 858

DELETION 
LIFESPAN



ONE LETTER GRADE INCREASE 
ON THE PAPER IS ASSOCIATED 

WITH 14% INCREASED 
LIKELIHOOD OF REMAINING

Slope: 0.014
S.E.    0.004



Word Count does not 
make a difference.



Thousands of Page Views Per Month. Averaged Between 2020 and 2023. PageViewAnalysis.wmcloud.org
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Survive 5 Days
OLS Probit OLS Probit

Grade on Paper 0.014*** 0.064*** 0.016*** 0.090***
(0.004) (0.017) (0.004) (0.024)

Word Count 0.0005 0.003 0.0005 0.002
(0.0004) (0.002) (0.0004) (0.002)

Page Views -0.039* -0.175** -0.040* -0.200*
(0.021) (0.085) (0.024) (0.104)

R-Squared/Pseudo R-Squared 0.203 0.230 0.242 0.308
Semester Fixed Effects x x
Parentheses are robust standard errors. 97 observations. 



How Can 
Everyone

Use 



Small to Medium Classes
• Focus on smaller articles
• Intermediate Micro/Macro
• Current Events
• Upper Division Electives
• Read/Summarize an accessible 

paper
• J of Econ Perspectives, J of Econ Literature
• Blogs, Econ Media, EconoFact.org



https://listen.hatnote.com/
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