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“The main thing I want to learn is how 
to properly read and understand 

economic statements and how to be 
more in tune with the economic world 

around me.”
(Macro, Fall 2022)

WHAT DO 
YOU WANT 
TO LEARN 
FROM THIS 
COURSE? 



“the work of the classroom has escaped the confining limits of the textbook”

Hewitt  et al. 1950, 60

“Explain and evaluate what economic concepts and principles are used in 
economic analyses published in daily newspapers and weekly news 
magazines” Hansen (2001) expected Proficiencies for 

undergraduates

”Relevance and relatedness are essential in the learning “process 
as they can boost student engagement and motivation”

Zhang and Ramse (2020)

Ah lst rom (2021)

“Stronger interests in economics when they engage with introductory economics concepts 
in meaningful ways”

“Female and underrepresented minority students may particularly benefit from using 
these instructional strategies, which may promote increased diversity among 
undergraduate economics majors.”

Current Events-- Economic Literacy, Student Engagement



GO TO 
MENTI.COM

CODE: 2509 5383
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Go to menti.com 
1396 1808

What type of resources do you use 
to incorporate current events in 
your economics courses?

A. Articles
B. Videos
C. Podcasts
D. Other
E. Don’t use current events much



GO TO 
MENTI.COM

CODE: 2509 5383

20XXPitch Deck 5
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What are the challenges you face 
in trying to use timely news 
content in class?



You’re invited to open 
audioecon.com 
and follow along 





Podcasts
• This continuous, active engagement with new material 

provides students opportunity to process concepts and 
make higher levels of connection. It also frees up in-class 
time for further discussion of concepts and their 
application for a higher level of learning (Bollinger et al., 
2010, Taylor, 2009, Vess, 2006).

• Prensky (2007) reports that students of the 
‘digital native’ generation are “clamouring” for 
the use of such technologies as part of their 
education.

• Hill et al. (2012) found that podcasts 
are perceived as an effective tool in 
supporting learning, largely by 
offering a flexible and moveable 
learning experience.

• Evans (2008) found that students 
perceive podcasts as an efficient 
way to learn and as a more 
effective revision tools than their 
textbooks.

• Relatively hard for generative AI to “mine” 
arguments from transcripts –informal language, 
interruptions, unique dialogue features--

 promotes critical thinking for students

• Can listen on the go
• It’s a break from reading and video 

fatigue

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477388013000200#bib0035
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477388013000200#bib0035
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477388013000200#bib0075
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477388013000200#bib0085
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477388013000200#bib0065
https://www-sciencedirect-com.ezproxyemc.flo.org/science/article/pii/S0360131514002917?via%3Dihub#bib30
https://www-sciencedirect-com.ezproxyemc.flo.org/science/article/pii/S0360131514002917?via%3Dihub#bib23


Expanding Resources at Audioecon





TYPICAL APPLICATION EXERCISE 
FOLLOWING A MODULE
8-9/SEMESTER
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Students listen to podcast

“Listening Check” MC 
Questions

Application 
exercise: discussion, 

data analysis, 
graphing, numerical 

problem

Assessment

Pre Class Class
(30-40 minutes)

Post Class

Using “Teaching Ideas” from 
Audioecon



EXAMPLE EXERCISE-I

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y16quZXfX803D1Q0UgidQaysO99drvBcnhU5SgQyQfY/edit


EXAMPLE EXERCISE-II

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GHWme8Uva5j_t5rFLBNQnw-6yPGadHdbG45tZhPXrT4/edit




COMING UP

• Continuing to 

Upcoming

• Easy import of Listening 
Checks into Canvas

• More suggested syllabi 
links

• Assessment questions

Stay in touch!

• Ideas for podcasts
• Activities that we can 

embed in “Teaching 
Ideas”



NEED MORE CURRENT EVENT 
INSPIRATION?

“CURRENT EVENTS IN THE CURRICULUM” 
(MY GOOGLE SITE)

THANK YOU!

https://sites.google.com/site/ishanitewari/current-events-in-the-curriculum?authuser=0
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