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How do you introduce 
students to the 
economic way of 
thinking?

GETTING STARTED
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Lesson Plan



Activator

What do you think you would 
need to pack for a multi-day 
river trip? 

LESSON PLAN



Learning Objective

You will be able to:

Explain the role scarcity plays in 
decision making. 

LESSON PLAN



To Begin Thinking Like an 
Economist…

You and a partner will pack for a 
river trip.

Goal: Stay safe and enjoy the river 
trip.

LESSON PLAN



Sample Packed Raft

Entertainment 
Kit

Water 
Treatment 

Kit

Safety Kit

Kitchen Kit

2 Sleep Kits

W.K.

Toiletry 
Kit

Primitive 
Toilet Meal Kit

Cold 
Weather Kit

S.K.

E.K.

M.K.Kitchen KitTent

Raft 
Emergency

P.T.T.K.



Get Packing

Pack 20 square feet on your raft for 
a river trip.

Goal: Stay safe and enjoy the river 
trip.

Complete Steps A-C on Packing 
for a River Trip.

Be prepared to discuss your 
choices.

LESSON PLAN



Packing for a River Trip Debrief
1. What prevented you from packing all the gear on the list? 

2. Did you pack all the NPS-required gear on your raft? Why or 
why not? 

3. Did your packed raft include multiples of any pieces of gear? If 
so, which ones and why? If not, why not? 

4. If you had an additional square foot of space on your raft, what 
would you have done differently?

5. If you had worked alone, would you have made different 
choices? Explain. 

LESSON PLAN



Packing for a River Trip Debrief
1. What prevented you from packing all the gear on the list? 

scarcity & economics
2. Did you pack all the NPS-required gear on your raft? Why or 

why not? cost-benefit analysis & incentives
3. Did your packed raft include multiples of any pieces of gear? If 

so, which ones and why? If not, why not? marginal analysis
4. If you had an additional square foot of space on your raft, what 

would you have done differently? opportunity cost
5. If you had worked alone, would you have made different 

choices? Explain. interdependence

LESSON PLAN



Based on what you learned 
today:

What misconceptions did you 
have about economics?

What additional 
understanding did you gain 
about economics?

Summarizer

LESSON PLAN



Econiful 
Curriculum



On-Level High School 
Economics
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ECONIFUL CURRICULUM

80 lessons, 45 minutes each

32 lessons available now

Literacy-targeted course









Q&A



Thank You!

For further information contact

Megan Kirts

megan@econiful.org 

@econiful


