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Our non-Partisan Mission

Rekindling the Foundation of Civic Culture in America.

Bringing Civil Discourse strategies to the classroom 
on our most pressing and  difficult issues

Support Grades 5–12 educators and administrators  
 Classroom Resources: experience, resources, exercises
 Professional Development: In-School & Conferences

Equip our country’s students to engage in civil dialogue
 Supported by facts and reason 
 Emphasis on viewpoint diversity
 Bringing down the temperature from polarization and tribalism



Today’s Objectives

What you will gain from this session:

❑ Discover strategies to facilitate viewpoint diverse 
civil discourse in the classroom

❑ Differentiated lesson plans centered on pandemic 
economic polices and outcomes for middle and 
high school

❑ Empower your students to grapple with the 
concepts that intersect with government policy and 
decision-making



Civil Discourse

As defined by the National Institute for 
Civil Discourse at the University of 

Arizona, civil discourse is…

…“robust, honest, frank, and constructive 
dialogue and deliberation

that seeks to advance the public 
interest.”

sphere-ed.org/publication/principles-civil-discourse-primer



Principles of
Civil Discourse

Primer



Economics in One Virus

A suite of lessons centered 
on the Covid-19 Pandemic



Identifying the Challenges

What happened in your classrooms during Covid?

Especially when holding discussions on contentious 
issues like the pandemic and its impact on our daily 

lives, decision-making, and the overall economy



Lesson Plan Suite

Economics in One Virus

Scan the code 
to access the 
entire suite , 

plus the 
related webinar



Economics in One Virus for MS/HS



Lesson Example
Lesson Overview

Students will examine determinants of supply and 
demand in creating price signals during an emergency. 
Students will apply these determinants to products 
affected during the
early months of the coronavirus pandemic.

Objectives

• Students will be able to apply determinants of supply 
and demand to market situations.

• Students will be able to explain how determinants of 
supply and demand affect market equilibrium prices. 
Students will evaluate the impact of price-gouging 
rules on markets in emergency situations.



Lesson Example Warm-up

Why was there no hand 
sanitizer in my pharmacy 

for months?
Warm-Up

Students and teacher will discuss 
photo using guiding questions:
• What is happening in the picture?
• Why might there be a shortage of 
hand sanitizer?
• Is there any reason the hand 
sanitizer might have been particularly 
important in 2020?
I



Activity

Hand sanitizer four corners 
activity

• Ask students to brainstorm how they 
might distribute the hand sanitizer.
• Categorize student responses into four 
general areas that you have posted:
 • Contest
 • Personal Characteristics
 • First Come, First Served
 • Auction
• Have students stand in the corner that 
best reflects the method they believe is 
most fair. Require articulation and 
substantiation.



Support with media

Sphere Multimedia- Episode 3: Price Ceilings

https://www.sphere-ed.org/multimedia/video/episode-3-price-ceilings 

https://www.sphere-ed.org/multimedia/video/episode-3-price-ceilings


Sphere’s Growing Suite of Resources

https://www.sphere-ed.org/economics

•Episode 1: Federal Debt
•Episode 2: Theories of Regulation
•Episode 3: Price Ceilings
•Episode 4: Market Failures
•Episode 5: Comparative Advantage

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/email.cato.org/e3t/Ctc/W0+113/cBv5b04/MW2v17fy_50W5wcxJR8hJLGmW6fpr4J591nQZN58csPP3qgyTW7lCdLW6lZ3lCW3RhL2T5KCXYZN27pbtgDKbRCW1vjSVq3dkz9NW4csDjp25F67rN38Bz8vMy9JfW6BKkf93KWZGXV1YhH940tq_jW4Ldr7z3y4zbgW7y9F4G7SFdqBW1Cw8xl5F2VCHW7G95H-15gfT1W7LJFKQ5d07svW4sn4ns7_n-BXV9Vh6h16B6FwW5nby-W5WVKXdW3J9pj61rkzhDW9kfBSC6WQZTDW46T4MY7r9zkxW9gBY1w6-DQNFW5rkYt2895LLFVs9dWl2hRsWXW3cWXVq39F7R2W5P6Mq38KNqqHN7NB8vnzShSkf5yJV2j04___.YXAzOmNhdG9pbnN0aXR1dGU6YTpvOmExNTUwZmM4N2U5YzE2Yjg2Y2NiYjE5NzYwYWI3NDk5OjY6NjhhMjpjNDcxN2EyNGViNWNmYTc0MDM0ZWEyYTcxZTBkMmE1NGU1ZjY1NjMxNDk3MDZkYjFmYWM2Mzc5YzA0MTNlNWY0Omg6VA
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/email.cato.org/e3t/Ctc/W0+113/cBv5b04/MW2v17fy_50W5wcxJR8hJLGmW6fpr4J591nQZN58csPP3qgyTW7lCdLW6lZ3nVW7MYyGB3rHPt1W4J1g5w6ts8qsW171Gl18DphX_W1CKspH68zK-SW2mQm_61SzGNPVJ8B674cQC9WW2MvvqY5PzcCYW4hB9HN4J0vZFW4PFyzw6BNkKcW2tdpZ31pPzlkW7w1D6c5N3s63W1xm2FZ7HbcvgW3TlYjj8nHzsmW4_wYZS7KNVZTW5K3mmN6RgdGXW46YS_W4RHJmzN98bRbcRRcgXW7lGj0-2sF2PpW7jLKFX7LX1-DW5xy4ls7tTH9TW5_f4tn96jyCkW8wPG1b8fMCHZN62JhG5y7mBzW5zMV8R7psNbBdsrV-404___.YXAzOmNhdG9pbnN0aXR1dGU6YTpvOmExNTUwZmM4N2U5YzE2Yjg2Y2NiYjE5NzYwYWI3NDk5OjY6OTc5NjplZjk0NDA1ZGE5MDRiMWIyYWQyZGI1Y2VhNzkzNmY3YzJkYmJjNmI0M2RjYWE3NjBiZjMxOWZlMWRhMzYyOWU2Omg6VA
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/email.cato.org/e3t/Ctc/W0+113/cBv5b04/MW2v17fy_50W5wcxJR8hJLGmW6fpr4J591nQZN58csPP3qgyTW7lCdLW6lZ3kXW5wvB-W551g9cN95DPkzrwRDhW7Q77-l6R49MTW7Q15hT47178qW6R7B6V7Kkk-bN43yNyG9zb-WW4x9SVG56cKgTW3ZfCkK7NvCrmW286Y3z1Sz73HW1lj9lm8q519kVTbd0K5bVPdsW98GJ6M15WfTPN2VDRh6l9WK6W3BbY1397kMN8N4bkr6wjH87PW2B-fYR9lcB1ZN8PkcPrS0BGLW14X5Kk5PtPKRW5_6D7b5P8g4-W1KC4WC8wG2d3W7lxLxx56wG6kW5BHv0r5nMKtZW7B92Nq4lx13_V1QxLB74HrKFf30z1YC04___.YXAzOmNhdG9pbnN0aXR1dGU6YTpvOmExNTUwZmM4N2U5YzE2Yjg2Y2NiYjE5NzYwYWI3NDk5OjY6NmJhNDo4MWU0YzI3MWUwMDBlMWI5ZDgwYTlhYTI0YjJkODlkOGQzZmI4ZjdkMTljMWY4OWMxZWFiMDgzMmNmZGIxMmExOmg6VA
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/email.cato.org/e3t/Ctc/W0+113/cBv5b04/MW2v17fy_50W5wcxJR8hJLGmW6fpr4J591nQZN58csPP3qgyTW7lCdLW6lZ3mYW9bysPb4PKYMyW9dmC4d8l9vjdW6CQbXQ2wkxX9VFhLw138TvjyVjW8m72nCPtrW5P8CQ98BjMwsW87N5zK8yGSbkW8ZfsBH5y_z4wW1Fy8G52vSR-cW3T96Ls418qKhW7PgGDc6DlYvnW294Rlv2Y3_1pW2crp0V4YQxYZW93KnWL3Kf46gW8GTvXM48yK0NW6jzbD34YFdJfW6x2YFM7KYbwqW6s2mnL6kGh8PW4wr0-n4VgkbdW20lMnd1ckRwyW1_-McH6TQQ36W8MgWH05GpKbyW8PCh7b7SwtZcW8S3f8p6DwgRYf7HKtCd04___.YXAzOmNhdG9pbnN0aXR1dGU6YTpvOmExNTUwZmM4N2U5YzE2Yjg2Y2NiYjE5NzYwYWI3NDk5OjY6ZDMwNDozZWJkMjg1YWZlYWZjMTc1MjI5ODQzMmQ2NTk1ZjE0ZmVmMjE0MzQxYzliZmJhNWU0OTE0NmJiODU3Y2FhZDgzOmg6VA
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/email.cato.org/e3t/Ctc/W0+113/cBv5b04/MW2v17fy_50W5wcxJR8hJLGmW6fpr4J591nQZN58csPP3qgyTW7lCdLW6lZ3p5W6D88ZM9dTPfFW1LNqv_1M98JtW2SzPSF2FkDBYN6TdMmW9RHQPVC_LNy4Hz_YBV6GzCr8R7FlXW7QCL4T3kf1_zW6WVzx72K_-7jW7wcdR_7F6J71W6232_S5yHGCPW8VpFM_7PLnm6N75zst_2GZZqW8Dkkfp7h4wCpVvRDnt2rBLcMW3JK01l37yR1SW7cBCn75gnzVnW4X4RFb4tCsNBW7KKQHw3ksf0WW4K1hqr7KMYsRW2T8k6157Jg03N4bG3F9dszqcVG9sdl7zkqsDW6bB6ZY1wDB82V3YfH03fqdh0f5jqtR404___.YXAzOmNhdG9pbnN0aXR1dGU6YTpvOmExNTUwZmM4N2U5YzE2Yjg2Y2NiYjE5NzYwYWI3NDk5OjY6OGY2NjpjZTA4NjhkNTQ0ZmRjN2YxOGMyMGIyOWNmYzdhZGYwZmRkMDA2NjUxMTVmNTVjNmUzOTFmMjY3ZWMyYTY4N2JkOmg6VA


www.sphere-ed.org/sphere-summit Summit Video

www.sphere-ed.org/sphere-summit 

Summit Video  

JUNE & JULY 2025
Washington, D.C.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DI96VNk6-b8&t=3s
http://www.sphere-ed.org/sphere-summit


Alternate Summit Video  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DI96VNk6-b8&t=3s


Sphere Education Initiatives is a Proud Member

❖ Free high-quality resources for civics education on one easy to use website

❖ Resources from 43 national nonprofit, nonpartisan organizations 

civicsrenewalnetwork.org
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