
Economics:
Using a TV Show to Teach What Matters

Presented By:
       Dr. Stephen Day and
                      Lauren Shifflett



What is Bluey?
Bluey itself is a leading player in the current media landscape, 
topping U.S. streaming charts in 2023 (Nielsen, 2024)

Bluey follows the adventures of a Blue Heeler puppy named 
Bluey, who lives with her family in Brisbane, Australia.

Bluey has gained popularity not only among its target audience 
but also among older viewers for its humor and authenticity in 
portraying family life.



Characters

Bluey
Bingo

Dad Mum



Why Use Bluey?
Educational resources like television shows that students 
view outside of school can be effectively utilized with 
guidance from a teacher.

Enhancing engagement with multimodal content, such as 
television shows, provides avenues to tap into students' 
interests and existing knowledge bases.

Bluey can involve watching and discussing episodes as 
well as creating media in response



Economics
Economics is the study of how people make choices 
when they encounter limited options. A good 
definition for young children is “thinking about how 
we make choices when we can’t get everything we 
want.” 



Market vs. Non-Market Decisions
Market choices have to do with buying and selling goods and 
services using money, and guided by prices. 

Non-market choices include pretty much everything else – the 
vast majority of choices! In non-market choices, people act 
“economically” in that they face trade-offs, weigh costs and 
benefits, and respond to incentives. 

But the choices they face and the incentives they follow do not 
necessarily have to do with money, trade, production, or 
consumption. Their choices are often more subtle and are 
governed by cultural and societal norms.



Paper Robots
Family Economics in "Bluey"

A deeper look into our buying impulses

https://www.drstephenday.com/p/family-economics-in-bluey

https://www.drstephenday.com/

https://www.drstephenday.com/p/family-economics-in-bluey
https://www.drstephenday.com/


Markets
Episode Synopsis: When Bluey visits the markets 
with five dollars from the tooth fairy, the options for 
her are endless. But as she and Indy scour the market 
stalls for the perfect purchase, spending it proves 
hard.

Economic Concepts Addressed:
● A market is where people buy and sell goods and services
● In a market, consumers and producers (aka buyers and sellers) decide 

on what the prices of things will be.
● A market has a circular flow. The money goes around and around as 

people continue to trade.



Markets: Season 1 Eps. 20

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLRn6ZR_58U


Markets



Markets



Markets



Hammerbarn
Episode Synopsis:On a trip to Hammerbarn, Bluey 
and Bingo create their own mini-homes side-by-side in 
the trolley. But Bluey quickly gets jealous of her 
neighbour Bingo.



Shops: Season 2 Eps. 1

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdpdKUcjI_U


Hammerbarn

In ‘Hammerbarn,’ the family becomes sadder even though 
they go shopping. 

Ask: Why can shopping sometimes make us grumpy? 

https://www.bluey.tv/watch/season-2/hammerbarn/


Shops
Episode Synopsis: Playing Shops is the best game 
ever for Bluey and her friends – if they can ever get 
started! With Bluey questioning the rules and 
changing who’s who, they might be here all day!

Economic Concepts Addressed:
● D2.Eco.1.K-2. Explain how scarcity necessitates decision 

making.
● D2.Eco.1.K3-5 Compare the benefits and costs of individual 

choices.



Shops: Season 1 Eps. 23

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppBbGvmuY3Y


Shops

Ask: 
● Why does Bluey have a hard time choosing one role in the game of shops?

● What would be a good tool for Bluey to use when making a decision on 
what shop to have?

Bluey struggles to decide what role she wants to play in a 
game of shops and frustrates her friends by restarting the 

game every time she changes her mind.



Shops



Ice Cream
Episode Synopsis: Bluey and Bingo want a lick of 
each other’s ice cream. But they are so focused on 
making sure each lick is fair, they don’t notice their 
ice creams are melting.

Economic Concepts Addressed:
● D2.Eco.2.K-2. Identify the benefits and costs of making various 

personal decisions
● D2.Eco.2.3-5. Identify positive and negative incentives that 

influence the decisions people make.



Shops: Season 2 Eps. 46

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kf0jwCmNKfU


Ice Cream

Ask: What are the benefits and costs of Bandit’s decision to give the 
kids his ice cream at the end?

Bluey and Bingo convince Bandit to buy them ice cream, but 
their treats melt while they try to decide on a fair way to trade 
licks.



Ice Cream



Ragdoll
Episode Synopsis: Dad agrees to take Bluey and 
Bingo to the shops to buy an ice-cream if they can 
get him into the car. Only problem is… he’s just 
entered ‘Ragdoll’ mode!

Economic Concepts Addressed:
● D2.Eco.3.K-2. Describe the skills and knowledge required to 

produce certain goods and services.
● D2.Eco.3.3-5. Identify examples of the variety of resources 

(human capital, physical capital, and natural resources) that are 
used to produce goods and services.



Ragdoll: Season 3 Eps. 25

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ps2MOFurJC0


Ragdoll

Ask: What natural, human, and capital resources do the kids use to 
get their dad to the car?

Bluey finds money on the ground and the kids ask Bandit to 
drive them to the corner store to buy ice cream. He insists that 

they’ll enjoy it more if they work for it and goes “ragdoll”; the 
girls have to use various resources to get him into the car.



Capital
Goods that are made by people and used to produce other goods 

and services. Examples of capital goods are tools, machines, 
and buildings.

Natural
Things that occur naturally in and on the earth that are used to 

produce goods and services.

Human
People who do mental and/or physical work to produce goods 

and services.

Productive Resources 
List the different resources observed.



Resources

Bluey Website https://www.bluey.tv/

Virginia Council on 
Economic Education

https://vcee.org/

Your Economic Success https://youreconomicsuccess.org/

https://www.bluey.tv/
https://vcee.org/
https://youreconomicsuccess.org/
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