
1FEDERAL RESERVE EDUCATION   | FRE.ORG 

07/2025

Mary Clare Peate & Cameron Tucker

Teaching about the Stock 
Market through Memes



2FEDERAL RESERVE EDUCATION   | FRE.ORG 

Disclaimer.
The opinions expressed here do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Federal Reserve System or the 
FRB of St. Louis

This text impact slide helps with 

visual pacing in a presentation. 
Impact slides break up a dense 

presentation, to keep your 

audience interested and engaged. 

Use them when you want your 
audience to pause and think about 

an important quote or idea. 
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Introduction
Cameron Tucker

• B.S. in economics
• M.S. in Financial Economics
• Email: Cameron.tucker@stls.frb.org

Mary Clare Peate

• Ph.D. in economics, MA in 
education

• Email: 
maryclare.peate@stls.frb.org
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Please Share

What’s the most frequent question about 
stocks you get asked from your students?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Type out your section names 

and page numbers here to help 
your viewer easily navigate 

your presentation.

#

#

#

#
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Stock Market Review

Meme Stocks

Stock Market Trivia

Resources!

Table of Contents
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Stock Market Trivia

What is the largest stock exchange in the 
world?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Stock Market Trivia

What is the largest stock exchange in the 
world?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.

NYSE
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Stock Market Trivia

What year was the New York Stock Exchange 
Founded?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Stock Market Trivia

What year was the New York Stock Exchange 
Founded?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.

1792
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Could your students answer this

What causes the change in the price of 
stocks?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Review

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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This text impact slide helps with 

visual pacing in a presentation. 
Impact slides break up a dense 

presentation, to keep your 

audience interested and engaged. 

Use them when you want your 
audience to pause and think about 

an important quote or idea. 

• People purchase stocks as an investment
• They are essentially betting on what stocks will increase 

in value
• Prices should change to reflect the company’s 

value, which should be derived from things like:
• Revenue
• Sales
• Management
• Etc. 

• But prices are really determined by supply and demand 
for the stock.
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Supply & Demand (of Stocks)

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Supply & Demand (of Stocks)
Supply: Firms determine how many shares of 

a stock are available for purchase.

• Firms only control the NUMBER of shares.

• Supply of a stock changes infrequently. 

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Stock Market Trivia

Company A is valued at $1,000. There are 100 
shares of the company. How much is the 

price of one share?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Stock Market Trivia

Company A is valued at $1,000. There are 100 
shares of the company. How much is the 

price of one share?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.

$10 per share
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Stock Market Trivia
Company A is valued at $1,000. There are 100 shares 

of the company, selling at $10 each. You owned 10 
shares, for a total of $100. If the stock splits at a 2-1 

ratio, how many shares do you own now?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Stock Market Trivia
Company A is valued at $1,000. There are 100 shares 

of the company, selling at $10 each. You owned 10 
shares, for a total of $100. If the stock splits at a 2-1 

ratio, how many shares do you own now?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.

20 shares
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Supply & Demand (of Stocks)

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Supply & Demand (of Stocks)

Demand: 

• Determined by new information about 
company

• Changes in underlying economic or 
market conditions

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Demand: If more people are 
trying to buy a company’s 

stock, the price of that stock 
is going to increase.
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Stock Market Trivia
A new CEO is announced for Company A. This CEO is 
generally favored by the public and has an impressive 

resume. What would you expect to happen to the 
demand for the stock?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Stock Market Trivia
A new CEO is announced for Company A. This CEO is 
generally favored by the public and has an impressive 

resume. What would you expect to happen to the 
demand for the stock?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.

Demand would likely increase
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Stock Market Trivia
A new CEO is announced for Company A. This CEO is 
generally favored by the public and has an impressive 

resume. What would you expect to happen to the 
price of the stock?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Stock Market Trivia
A new CEO is announced for Company A. This CEO is 
generally favored by the public and has an impressive 

resume. What would you expect to happen to the 
price of the stock?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.

The price would likely increase.
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This text impact slide helps with 

visual pacing in a presentation. 
Impact slides break up a dense 

presentation, to keep your 

audience interested and engaged. 

Use them when you want your 
audience to pause and think about 

an important quote or idea. 

• Meme stock: A stock that is given a significant social 
media attention, leading to unusual trading activity.

• Still governed by the laws of supply and demand

• Demand appear to not be driven by traditional 
factors
• Demand is correlated with trends and 

conversations on social media
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Why are meme stocks occurring 
now?
- Social media has created a space for 

traders to openly communicate

- Mobile trading apps have removed barriers 
such as minimum account balances

- Younger, mostly male, and less risk averse 
traders are entering the market.
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This is a slide for defining a key 

term.GameStop Stock Price & 
Twitter Mentions Dec 20-Feb 21

.

SOURCE: Twitter, Inc. and Bloomberg; reprinted from the November 2021 Financial Stability Report by the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System
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Stock Market Trivia

How many companies are publicly traded on US Stock 
exchanges as of June 2023?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.



30FEDERAL RESERVE EDUCATION   |   FRE.ORG 

Stock Market Trivia

How many companies are publicly traded on US Stock 
exchanges as of June 2023?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.

3700
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Stock Market Trivia

What is statistically the most volatile month of the 
year for the stock market?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Stock Market Trivia

What is statistically the most volatile month of the 
year for the stock market?

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.

October
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Conclusion

• Stock prices are determined by supply and demand factors

• Demand for a stock is usually derived from information about the 
company and market.

• Though still driven by laws of supply/demand, meme stocks seem 
to be a new development with the use of mobile trading apps and 
social media.

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Resources

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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Check out FRE.org for free, 
classroom-ready  resources 
and professional development!

Our closing slide gives your 

audience a QR to our website 
to discover resources.

Check out fre.org for free, ready to use economics and 
personal finance resources!
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Resource: Reading Q&A
Chart

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.federalreserveeducation.org/teaching-resources/personal-finance/investing/who-buys-meme-stocks
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This is a slide for defining a key 

term.

Resource: Video Q&A
Graphical user interface, website

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.federalreserveeducation.org/teaching-resources/personal-finance/investing/get-into-stocks
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This is a slide for defining a key 

term.

Resource: Reading Q&A
Graphical user interface, text, application, email

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.federalreserveeducation.org/teaching-resources/personal-finance/investing/stock-market-strategies-are-you-an-active-or-passive-investor
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Questions? 

This is a slide for defining a key 

term.
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