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What is school for?



- Socializing (building a network) 
- Signaling
- Self Discovery
- Learning

What is school for?



- Socializing (AI proof)
- Signaling (AI proof with pen and paper exams)
- Self Discovery (AI proof)
- Learning (uh-oh)

What is school for?



Learning Truths

● You can learn on your own (Books, Youtube, the internet and AI)

● But, very few people can learn on their own

● So we have school. It is commitment device to get people to learn things 

we (society) think they should know



Learning with AI:

(A) use it to learn and grow strong and work better 

(B) you can use it to avoid learning, growing and working

(C) refuse to use it 

(A) is better than (C) always

(C) is better than (B) if the learning is worth doing

(B) is better than (C) and (A) if the learning is not worthwhile



Learning with AI:

(A) use it to learn and grow strong and work better 

(B) you can use it to avoid learning, growing and working

(C) refuse to use it 

(A) is better than (C) always
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(C) is not an option! Studies show that AI detectors don’t work and Teachers are 
actually bad at catching it. Further, where is the line? How much AI use is too 
much.



- Use frequent in-person testing, both as the basis of grades and as a forcing function so that 
students learn. 

- Use in-person assignments and tasks, so you can prevent AI use. This can be time consuming.

- Embrace AI and design new tasks and assignments that cause students to learn together with the 
AI. 

REDESIGN



Assignments 

● Check your HW with AI, what can it do, what can’t it 
do?

● Encourage students to challenge you with AI
● Model AI use in the classroom, 

○ model what it gets wrong
○ If you find hallucinations, show them

● Give them prompts

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NG59xIiMu0ombv-dbklL_LC_-u4ciwa9TlX2Ig6r6ac/edit


Assignments (no AI)

● Interview based projects
● Multimedia projects, in class talks (I have a group 

presentation)
● Supply and Demand Graphing (for now)



Assignments (with AI)

WORK

● Competitions (response must beat the AI for credit)
○ Improve or change– Critique/Stylize the response

● Debate (need clear guidelines)
MID
● Pick the best
● Play a role

DID NOT WORK
● Research
● Prediction

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/tech-innovation/teaching-learning/2024/05/15/college-students-pitted-against-chatgpt-boost


Assignments (with AI): stylize

● Can also have the 
AI generate 
different levels of 
response, or in 
different styles



Debate
● Have students debate 

AI on a Economics 
topic–

● Adjustments: limit the 
AI response to a word 
count, no judging by a 
second AI, clear on 
back and forths, clear 
on grading criteria



Pick the best

● https://chat.lmsys.org/

● Students ask questions 
to two chatbots and 
choose the superior 
answer, you could do 
this as a class.

https://chat.lmsys.org/


Play a role
● AI is good at offering different 

perspectives

● I have several assignments 
where students ask AI to 
answer “as an economist” 
and “as a philosopher” to 
see the different 
perspectives


