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What the research says….
Here’s a good article from the Kappan on formative 
assessments

Royce Sadler’s article is probably the gold standard “Formative 
assessment and the design of instructional systems.”

https://www.pdkmembers.org/members_online/publications/Archive/pdf/k0710her.pdf
https://www.pdkmembers.org/members_online/publications/Archive/pdf/k0710her.pdf
https://michiganassessmentconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/Formative-Assessment-and-Design-of-Instructional-Systems.pdf


Basics on formative assessments
Four core elements:
1) Identifying the “gap” in learning

○ What do students know and what do you want them to 
know?

2) Provide feedback
○ To both students and teachers on where they are 

relative to where the goal is.
3) Student involvement

○ Students need to be actively involved in the learning.
4) Learning progression

○ Formatives should help student learning progress 
towards the learning objective.



Example #1 basic check for understanding
Formative assessments can easily fit into existing 
content. 

I have found it best to think of the types of questions 
you will ask on your summative first (identify the gap), 
then build in formative assessments to allow students 
a chance to build their knowledge (student 
involvement).



Poll Everywhere practice!
Poll Everywhere is a quick and easy way to 
provide formative assessments to your 
classes 

All you need to do is add the Poll 
Everywhere extension to Chrome and 
viola! 

Lots of other polling software options





Poll Everywhere practice!
Backup plan!



Tips for implementing

I pose this question immediately after introducing the 
functions of money.

This opens up a conversation on the importance of each 
of the functions of money.

It also helps prepare students for a short answer 
question they will see on the summative assessment.



Checking on growth with a summative
Your friend gets into an argument with Professor Kruggel about 
Bitcoin. They argue Bitcoin ushered in a new era of digital 
currency. Prof. Kruggel disagrees, he believes Bitcoin (and all 
cryptocurrencies) fail to meet the requirements needed to be 
considered currency.

-Which function(s) of money would Prof. Kruggel argue Bitcoin 
fails to satisfy and why?
Alternative version 
-Which function(s) of money would your friend argue Bitcoin 
satisfies and why?
2-3 sentences max



Example #2 check for understanding
Pre-class slides are another great way to implement 
formative assessments. (stole this idea from Jadrian)

I add some basic Econ in the News content 
(Super easy thanks to Monday Morning Economist and MRU’s Econ in 
the News, Fed press releases are also a great resource)...

And combine a few practice questions covering content from 
the previous class.

Here are a few pre-class the slides from this spring.



Practice question
Assume there is a housing shortage and the 
government prevents prices from rising.

Is this an example of a price floor or ceiling?

Does this create a surplus or shortage?

What impact does this have on total surplus?

Pre-class slide practice question



Econ in the news
Costs of production

Pre-class slide topic (can be tied to 
previous content as a formative)



Practice question
Assume there is a housing shortage and the 
government prevents prices from rising.
Is this an example of a price floor or ceiling?
Ceiling
Does this create a surplus or shortage?
Shortage (binding PCs go below equilibrium)
What impact does this have on total surplus?

Pre-class slide practice question 
(answer)



Practice question Pre-class slide practice answer 
graphing connection



Reinforce if needed
If I notice students struggling 
with this concept (or others) I 
will guide them to additional 
help on Canvas. 

(provide feedback) 

(student involvement)

MRU interactives, Economic 
Lowdown videos, ACDC Econ 
videos, Textbook review 
questions, etc.



Checking on growth with a summative
Learning progression 

(hopefully)



Example #3 calculation practice

I find it helpful to use formative assessments to provide 
some scaffolding on expectations with any calculations 
for a summative. (provide feedback)



Example #3 calculation practice

My standard steps are pretty basic:

1) Have students practice via group work (5-10 mins).
2) Give them a short quiz over their calculations (10 mins 

either at the end of class or the start of the next class).
○ I tend to make the formative quiz and practice 

harder than the summative will be.
3) Test them again with question(s) on the summative.



Examples
In class practice 

(identifying the gap)

Short check for 
understanding quiz (provide 

feedback)



Checking on growth with a summative

Multiple choice (learning 
progression)

Short answer(ish) 
(learning progression)



Example #3 calculation practice

Scaffolding with formatives also allow me to ask deeper 
understanding questions. 

Here’s an example using labor calculations





Poll Everywhere practice!
Backup plan!



Let’s Break That Down!
Natural Rate of Unemployment= 

Frictional + Structural
Labor force

So…Canada’s Natural Rate of Unemployment=
(10M+5M)/120Mx100
So… 
0.125x100=12.5%



Labor force and unemployment
Labor force = # of employed + # of unemployed

Unemployment rate = 
# of unemployed x 100

labor force 

Labor force participation rate =
Labor force x 100

Adult population



Numbers in 
thousands



Let’s do the math
Labor force = 164,689,000
Unemployed = 5,753,000
Unemployment rate (in percent) =

5,753,000 x 100 ≅ 3.49%
164,689,000

Is this 
what the 

BLS 
reported?



Example #3 calculation practice (cont.)
We practice the basic employment calculations 
together and I let them know I will ask them several 
questions about the labor force to test for depth of 
knowledge.

(learning progression)



Checking on growth with a summative

Basic calculation

Depth of Knowledge 
question



Conclusion

I hope you can use some 
of these tips/tricks in your 
principles courses!

If not…here’s a picture of 
my new puppy.


