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YOUR STUDENTS AREN’T VERY FAMILIAR WITH 
ECONOMICS WHEN THEY START YOUR CLASS EITHER…

Incredibly familiarVery familiarGeneral KnowledgeHeard of ItNot familiar



Trying to make the material more relevant to students’ 

interests doesn’t work… context is seldom the decisive 

factor in whether or not our interest is maintained… 

Another problem with trying to use content to engage 

students is that it’s sometimes very difficult to do and the 

whole enterprise comes off as artificial.

Daniel Willingham in Why Don't Students Like School?





So if content won’t do it, how about style? Students often 

refer to a good teachers as those who “make stuff 

interesting.” It’s not that the teacher relates the material 

to students’ interests-rather, the teacher has a way of 

interacting with students that they find engaging.

Daniel Willingham in Why Don't Students Like School?



• Introduce the basics of the show 

• Use a modern homage

SIMPLE WAYS TO USE "OLD" MEDIA 
IN YOUR CLASSROOM
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Fresh Prince 1 note challenge



• Introduce the basics of the show 

• Use a more recent homage

SIMPLE WAYS TO USE "OLD" MEDIA 
IN YOUR CLASSROOM









• Introduce a concept

• Prompt for a question

• Generate discussion

SIMPLE WAYS TO USE MEDIA 
IN YOUR CLASSROOM

Find your 

comfort zone. 

Don’t do more than 

you’re comfortable!
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WHAT IS 
LIQUIDITY?
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Prompt for a Question





• Introduce a concept

• Prompt for a question

• Generate discussion
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Generate a Discussion



Besides the beautiful sunsets, what other benefits 
come from the factory pollution?

Can you think of any other costs, besides asthma, 
that might come from the pollution?

Why might the socially optimal level of pollution not 
be zero?

Generate a Discussion



SEVERAL WEBSITES 
EXIST FOR (BROADLY) 

POPULAR TV SERIES

http://econshark.com/
http://yadayadayadaecon.com/
http://www.bazinganomics.com/
http://economicsofparksandrec.com/
http://economicsoftheoffice.com/
https://modernfamilyecon.com/
https://breakingbadecon.com/
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