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Instructional Resources

Lecturer (2020-Present)
Large Principles of Microeconomics (300+)

Intermediate Microeconomics (40-50)

MacMillan (2021-Present)
➢ Micro and Macro PowerPoints 

2e & 3e Stevenson & Wolfers; 
Decisions Points; Question Bank

Review Online Interactive 
Materials
➢ McGraw Hill (2023)
➢ Mateer & Coppock

➢ Norton (2025)
➢ Asarta & Butters



INTRODUCTION

Social Media Economic Video Content Creator





We’re Amateurs 
Visual Creators

But Amateurs Can Stil l Level Up

We Need It

Power Point presentation is the 
number one teaching method in 
economics courses.

But time is the great constraint. 
We’ll focus on easy things.
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Teaching Methods in Economics Courses

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477388023000117 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477388023000117




History of Econ Thought/Graphs

Scottish Enlightenment

Adam Smith
Founder of Economics

David Hume
Philosopher

James Watt
Inventor of 

Watt Steam Engine

James Hutton
Founder of Geology

William Playfair
Founder of Modern 
Data Visualization



William Playfair (1759 – 1823)

• Engineer and Apprentice Under Andrew Meikle ( inventor of  Thresher Machine) and 

James Watt

• “Mil lwright , engineer, draf tsman, accountant, inventor, s i lversmith, merchant, 

investment broker, economist, stat ist ic ian, pamphleteer, translator, publ ic ist,  land 

speculator, convict,  banker, ardent royal ist,  editor, b lackmai ler, and journal ist .  

Some of h is business act ivit ies were quest ionable, i f  not downright i l legal,  and i t  

may be fa ir ly sa id that he was something of a rogue and scoundrel”  

-  Spence & Wainer

• Joined a c i t izen mi l i t ia dur ing the French Revolut ion

• Par t ic ipated in the Scioto Land fraud (sel l ing land in America to French Fami l ies 

that they did not own). F led back to England

• Spy for England dur ing French revolut ionary Wars. Worked to devalue the 

assignats ,  the burgeoning French republ ic ’s  currency, by pr int ing counter feits.

• Impr isoned for fa i lure of  The Or iginal Security Bank (1802)



https://archive.org/details/PLAYFAIRWilliam1801TheCommercialandPoliticalAtlas/page/n47/mode/2up 

Invented Time Series Line Charts

https://archive.org/details/PLAYFAIRWilliam1801TheCommercialandPoliticalAtlas/page/n47/mode/2up


1805. An inquiry into the permanent causes of the decline and fall of powerful and wealthy nations, illustrated by four engraved charts.
“Chart representing the extent population and revenue of the principal nations of Europe in 1804 by W. Playfair”
https://archive.org/details/inquiryintoperma00play/page/n217/mode/2up 

https://archive.org/details/inquiryintoperma00play/page/n217/mode/2up


The First Pie Chart. “Statistical Representation of the United States of America W. Playfair”
Statistical Account of the United States of America. (1805)



First Bar Charts



First Chart printed in the 

American Economic Review

“Seasonal Variations in the 

New York Money Market 

1890–1908”



Only 

Present The 

Necessary 

Information

Teaching is the act of curation.

We take a wide impossibly complex 
world and choose
• the supporting evidence
• salient bits
• that support our narrative.

“As the knowledge of mankind increases, 
and transactions multiply, it becomes 
more and more desirable to abbreviate 
and facilitate the modes of conveying 
information”
-William Playfair (1798)

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Lineal_Arithmetic_applied_to_shew_the_pr/7fBZAAAAcAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22As+the+knowledge+of+man
kind+increases,+and+transactions+multiply%22&pg=PA5&printsec=frontcover 

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Lineal_Arithmetic_applied_to_shew_the_pr/7fBZAAAAcAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22As+the+knowledge+of+mankind+increases,+and+transactions+multiply%22&pg=PA5&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Lineal_Arithmetic_applied_to_shew_the_pr/7fBZAAAAcAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22As+the+knowledge+of+mankind+increases,+and+transactions+multiply%22&pg=PA5&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Lineal_Arithmetic_applied_to_shew_the_pr/7fBZAAAAcAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22As+the+knowledge+of+mankind+increases,+and+transactions+multiply%22&pg=PA5&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Lineal_Arithmetic_applied_to_shew_the_pr/7fBZAAAAcAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22As+the+knowledge+of+mankind+increases,+and+transactions+multiply%22&pg=PA5&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Lineal_Arithmetic_applied_to_shew_the_pr/7fBZAAAAcAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22As+the+knowledge+of+mankind+increases,+and+transactions+multiply%22&pg=PA5&printsec=frontcover




Better Data Visualizations (2021)
Chapter: Tables

Rule 1: Offset Header From Table



Rule 5. Select the Appropriate Level of Precision 

Tables



Rule 3: Right Align Numbers and Header

Tables



Rule 4: Left Align Text and Header

Tables



Heat Map in Excel

Tables

Schwabish (2020) Ten Guidelines for Better Tables. J. Benefit Cost Analysis



In Excel: Conditional Formatting, Data Bars. There is an option in the formatting to have 
“only bars” show for each cell.



THE STUFF OF LEGEND...

Remove legends when possible and 
label data directly

Use the same color for label as the line.





WHAT WOULD 

YOU ALL 

SUGGEST?

Schwabish (2021) Better Data Visualizations. Ch. 13 Redesign



Eliminate Legend

Colors are for crop type, not year.

Schwabish (2021) Better Data Visualizations. Ch. 13 Redesign



Color

“About 4% of the global 

population (Olson & Brewer, 

1997) has some form of color-

vision def iciency.”

Contrast is key. 

At minimum, a ratio of 4:1

https://webaim.org /resources /c

ontrastchecker/ 

See if it works in black & white

Schwabish (2021) “The Practice of Visual Data Communication: What Works” 
Psychological Science in the Public Interest

https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/


Color Palette

Brand

Power Point /Excel allow you 

to enter a custom palette.

• This makes it automatic

https://coolors.co /palettes /

trending 

https://coolors.co/palettes/trending
https://coolors.co/palettes/trending


Schwabish (2022) “Categorizing and Ranking Graphs in Economics Research: The American 
Economic Review over the Last Century” Journal of Benefit-Cost Analysis



Schwabish (2021) 
Better Data Visualizations. Appendix



Slides Are a 

Visual Medium

Paintings:

www.WikiArt.org 

Photos:

https://pixabay.com / 

https://www.freeimages.com / 

https://www.pexels.com / 

https://unsplash.com / 

https://commons.wikimedia.org / 

Giovanni Paolo Panini (1740) Interior of a Picture Gallery with the Collection of 
Cardinal Silvio Valenti Gonzaga

http://www.wikiart.org/
http://www.wikiart.org/
http://www.wikiart.org/
https://pixabay.com/
https://pixabay.com/
https://www.freeimages.com/
https://www.freeimages.com/
https://www.pexels.com/
https://www.pexels.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/
https://www.wikiart.org/en/giovanni-paolo-panini/interior-of-a-picture-gallery-with-the-collection-of-cardinal-silvio-valenti-gonzaga-1740
https://www.wikiart.org/en/giovanni-paolo-panini/interior-of-a-picture-gallery-with-the-collection-of-cardinal-silvio-valenti-gonzaga-1740
https://www.wikiart.org/en/giovanni-paolo-panini/interior-of-a-picture-gallery-with-the-collection-of-cardinal-silvio-valenti-gonzaga-1740
https://www.wikiart.org/en/giovanni-paolo-panini/interior-of-a-picture-gallery-with-the-collection-of-cardinal-silvio-valenti-gonzaga-1740

	Slide 1: Elevating Presentation Design in Economics Education  Simple, Actionable Tools for Instructors
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: We’re Amateurs Visual Creators
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: History of Econ Thought/Graphs
	Slide 8: William Playfair (1759 – 1823)
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Only Present The Necessary Information
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Better Data Visualizations (2021) Chapter: Tables
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: What would you all suggest?
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: Color
	Slide 27: Color Palette
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: Slides Are a Visual Medium

