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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnKJiixfa00&t=51


What does this comedy bit 
reveal about the hidden 

barriers that prevent people 
from making good 

decisions?



Economics happens in 
everyday decisions—but so 
often, students don’t see it. 

That’s where relevance and 
structure matters.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v-Rsq0cWzBIgsydnL5d0KX3008PV4X1zq4MuGhZiGSc/edit?tab=t.0


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v-Rsq0cWzBIgsydnL5d0KX3008PV4X1zq4MuGhZiGSc/edit?tab=t.0
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v-Rsq0cWzBIgsydnL5d0KX3008PV4X1zq4MuGhZiGSc/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v-Rsq0cWzBIgsydnL5d0KX3008PV4X1zq4MuGhZiGSc/edit?tab=t.0
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How to change the design

One of your goals is to improve your 
physical and mental fitness, and you're 
now considering whether joining a local 
gym or health studio is worth it. So...

Presenting with animations, GIFs or speaker notes? Enable our Chrome extension

https://www.slido.com/support/gsi/how-to-change-the-design
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=TXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2U%3D
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6IjE0NDhiNTMxLWZmNjAtNGI5ZS1iNDllLTg1NGNlODAzZWFlNyIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMU1hQTUzX3RDemw3X1B0MHNray10ZGNMYXV1bVJGMTB0RzJDOUlpUVlwN0kiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE2MTkwMzc0ODlfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJzaG93UmVzdWx0cyI6dHJ1ZSwicG9sbFF1ZXN0aW9uVXVpZCI6IjIwYTJmZTc0LWE1OWItNGUxMy04YWJjLWI3NzYyMDZkMzRiZCJ9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v-Rsq0cWzBIgsydnL5d0KX3008PV4X1zq4MuGhZiGSc/edit?tab=t.0


Do not edit

How to change the designWhich of the following gym-related 
transaction costs would most likely stop 
you from joining—even if you knew it 
would improve your health? Please rank 
these 1/Top (most bothersome) to 
7/Bottom (least bothersome):
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Monday Morning Economist Classroom Edition (MME-CE) 
is a free weekly resource from FEE that helps educators 
teach economic principles through current events using 
multiple choice questions, simulations, and reflection 
activities.
Keywords: economics instruction, current events, economic reasoning, 
scaffolding, secondary education & principles economics courses.



SEARCHABLE BY TOPIC 
New Voluntary Nat’l 
Standards Will Guide 
Topics in 25-26 SY

“WISDOM OF THE 
CROWDS” 

(see top ranked posts 
on MME blog)

https://www.mondayeconomist.com/?sort=top


Each week, MME walks 
students through current 

events, but underneath it all 
is intentional scaffolding…



What Is Scaffolding?

Definition: Scaffolding refers to the instructional strategy 
of providing temporary support structures to help 
students progress toward stronger understanding and 
greater independence in learning.

Coined by Jerome Bruner, based on Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal 
Development (ZPD)—the gap between what learners can do on 
their own and what they can do with help.



Why Use Scaffolding in Economics Education?

Economics concepts are abstract, layered, and often 
counterintuitive (e.g., opportunity cost, marginal 
thinking).

Students benefit from chunked content, guided 
questions, and opportunities for synthesis.





MME-Specific Examples of Scaffolding

Multiple-Choice Questions (Check Your Understanding)
✅ Scaffold: Targets lower-level Bloom’s 
(recall/understanding) before advancing to analysis.

💡 Example: In a lesson about labor strikes, students first 
identify who benefits and who loses before examining 
opportunity costs and trade-offs.



MME-Specific Examples of Scaffolding

Discussion Prompts with Cues
✅ Scaffold: Prompts often include hypothetical or relatable 
analogies (e.g., “Imagine you’re Bobby Bonilla in 2001…”).

💡 Example: In the Bobby Bonilla lesson, students must make 
a decision before seeing the real-world data—scaffolded to 
isolate decision-making from hindsight bias.



MME-Specific Examples of Scaffolding

Part 2 Activities: Case Studies, Matching Tasks, 
Comparisons
✅ Scaffold: These guide students from understanding theory 
into application.
💡 Example: Students compare how two companies reacted 
to tariffs, learning the economic principle through narrative 
structure.



MME-Specific Examples of Scaffolding

Part 3 Simulations or Reflection
✅ Scaffold: Culminating tasks that ask students to transfer 
knowledge into new settings (e.g., write a policy response, 
debate trade-offs).
💡 Example: After a lesson on hiking rescue costs, students 
design a permit system balancing public costs and individual 
freedom.



MME-Specific Examples of Scaffolding

General Examples of Scaffolding Strategies 
(Economics or Otherwise)
Graphic Organizers: Flow charts to track cause-effect in 
macroeconomic policy.
Think-Alouds: Teachers model economic reasoning 
step-by-step (e.g., supply/demand shifts).



Quick Tips for Implementing Scaffolding in Econ Courses

✅ Start with prior knowledge
✅ Break assignments into tiered phases
✅ Use real-world stories with increasing complexity
✅ Provide sentence starters or response frames
✅ Encourage metacognition (Why did you choose this 
answer?)
✅ Always fade support over time



Think of a current event or story 
you’ve used in your classroom. 
How did you scaffold students’ 
thinking from basic 
understanding to deeper 
analysis?



“Would you rather get $5.9 million 
today or $1.2 million every year for 

25 years starting in 10 years?”
● In 10 years, I will be ___ years old.

● If I had the money today, I could ___.
● How would my life improve if I didn’t have to 

worry about money in the future?





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rLCqqmiPGY
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An investment with an 8% 
rate of return will roughly 
double in ____ years.
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How long to double? 

If I put $100 into an investment--when will I have 
$200?

● With a 2% rate of return? 
● With an 8% rate of return?
● With a 10% rate of return?

36 Years
9 Years

7.2 Years



MME Classroom Edition PART 1. 



Why do you think it’s so hard for people to wait 
for future rewards—like saving or 

investing—when they could enjoy the money 
now? Can you think of a time when waiting for 
something ended up being a better decision?

● How would my life improve if I didn’t have to 
worry about money in the future?



In 2001, Bobby Bonilla agreed to delay 
collecting the $5.9 million he was 

owed, and in return, the Mets 
guaranteed him 8% annual interest 

(compounded). 
By waiting 10 years, his money would 

grow to $12,737,657.48—without lifting 
a finger.





But here’s the question:
What if Bobby had taken the $5.9 

million in 2001 and invested it 
himself in the S&P 500 instead? 

Would he have come out ahead—or 
fallen short?

HOW ABOUT SOME MORE DATA TO 
ASSIST?
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💰 If You Were Bobby Bonilla in 2001...
The Mets offer you a deal for your $5.9 
million contract. What would you 
choose?
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Since 2001, there have only 
been three years—2005, 

2007, and 2009—when most 
actively managed funds 

outperformed the S&P 500 
index. 

This shows how hard it is to 
consistently beat the market.

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/infographic-how-many-active-funds-beat-the-sp-500/










https://www.officialdata.org/us/stocks/s-p-500/2001?amount=5900000&endYear=2011


https://www.officialdata.org/us/stocks/s-p-500/2001?amount=5900000&endYear=2011


https://www.officialdata.org/us/stocks/s-p-500/1913?amount=1&endYear=2025


KEY TAKEAWAYS: 
● Delayed gratification can be powerful, especially 

with guaranteed compound interest.
● The stock market can offer long-term growth, but 

it’s not always reliable over short time periods.
● Sound financial decision-making depends on your 

goals, risk tolerance, and time horizon.
● The best decisions are often the ones that balance 

opportunity cost with opportunity, require 
patience, and consider your tolerance for risk and 
potential loss on your decision-making.



Even this trade makes sense to both parties…

The Mets used the money from 
Bonilla’s deferred deal to sign key 
players who helped win the 2000 
NL title. Mike Hampton earned 
MVP of the NLCS, and his 
departure led to the Mets 
acquiring David Wright—one of 
the franchise’s all-time greats.



What’s a decision your 
students struggle with that 
might benefit from a similar 

delayed-reward or 
opportunity cost activity?



How might a resource like 
MME help you stay current 

while still building 
foundational economic 

thinking in your students?



Any requests or feedback to 
make this resource more 

useful to you and your 
students?



Other Favorites…
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