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Bridge classroom economics and real-world application by 
having students analyze current news articles through an 
economic lens. Students write concise assessments that 
summarize the article and apply key economic terms discussed 
in class. Each term is clearly defined and contextualized, 
promoting accurate and precise use of economic language. 
The assignment fosters critical thinking, effective 
communication, and information literacy, while encouraging 
students to think creatively and analytically. Designed for 
flexibility, it can be implemented in both face-to-face and 
online formats—as discussion board posts, oral presentations, 
or a capstone project—making it a versatile tool for reinforcing 
core learning outcomes throughout the semester.

Result: Have students thinking  economics and applying the 
terms and concepts to the world around them!



4 Features: 

1. Formal and Informal Writing Opportunities
• This class is taught as a writing intensive course.
• These assignments provide a robust variety of informal and formal writing 

opportunities that provide explicit instruction in, and ask students to engage 
with, a specific discipline’s habits of mind, reasoning, and/or epistemology.

2. Flexible Implementation
• They are adaptable for face-to-face, hybrid, or online formats, supporting 

accessibility and varied learning styles.
• They support discussion board posts, peer reviews, and oral or written 

presentations



3.   Scaffolded Design and Assessment Readiness
• Assignments are scaffolded and build in difficulty across the semester
• The structure of the article assignment and peer reviews prepares students for 

the final exam, which reinforces term mastery and application under time 
constraints.

4.   Final Exam: Information Literacy and Academic Integrity
• Students access articles only during the exam and cannot use external 

resources.
• This ensures authentic engagement with the material and promotes 

independent thinking.

4 Features: 



20 Term Article - 1 of them 
• Student Choice Current Event 
• 20 Unique Key Terms from throughout the semester's content
• Due the week before the final

Start Practicing in Chapter 1
• Summary Activities 

• 3 / 5 Unique Key Terms from the Chapter

Social Issues Signature Assignment
• At least 2-3 terms from the chapters cover

• End of Chapter Discussions
• 7 / 9 Unique Key Terms from the Chapter

Final Exam
• 5 Instructor Chosen Current Events Articles
• Students pick 3 to write about
• 45 Unique Key Terms - No notes

10 Term Articles - 6 of them
• Student Choice Current Event 
• 10 Unique Key Terms from chapters we have covered, focus on the most recent
• Start after chapter 5
• Completed throughout the semester



In Canvas 

• Each chapter has a home page
• List of Key Economic Terms





Start Practicing in Chapter 1
• Summary Activities 

• 3 / 5 Unique Key Terms from the Chapter (Use 3 terms if doing a peer review, use 5 terms if choose not to do a peer review)

• Name the key term in bold blue font 
• Define the key term (in parathesis right after the key term in blue font)

• Relate the key term into the topic you are writing about

This is a student's work from week 1 this semester



Start Practicing in 
Chapter 1

• Summary Activities 
• 3 / 5 Unique Key 

Terms from the 
Chapter



Start Practicing in Chapter 1
• Summary Activities 

• 3 / 5 Unique Key Terms from the Chapter

This is a student's work from week 1 this semester



End of Chapter Discussions

• 7 / 9 Unique Key Terms primarily from the chapter

Chapter 7/8 – Market Structures and Industry Analysis
• Students research a real industry and classify it within one of the four market structures.
• They apply terms like barriers to entry, competition, and efficiency, with definitions and examples.
• This fosters economic analysis, historical context, and critical evaluation of industry behavior.
• The assignment is  written reports, presentations, or discussion posts.

Chapter 10 – Tailgaters and the Tragedy of the Commons
• Students analyze a real-world issue—littering after concerts or the Great Pacific Garbage Patch—using the 

concept of common resources and market failure.
• They apply terms like externalities, public goods, and incentives, each defined and contextualized.
• This fosters critical thinking about environmental economics and public behavior.
• The assignment is flexible for online discussion and encourages creative problem-solving.



End of Chapter Discussions

• 7 / 9 Unique Key Terms primarily 
from the chapter



End of Chapter Discussions

• 7 / 9 Unique Key Terms primarily 
from the chapter



6 x 10 Term Articles 
• Student Choice Current Event 
• 10 Unique Key Terms from the chapters we have covered, focus on the most recent
• Start after chapter 5
• Completed throughout the semester

Articles are worth 15% of their overall grade



6 x 10 Term Articles 
• Student Choice Current Event 
• 10 Unique Key Terms from the 

chapters we have covered, focus 
on the most recent

• Start after chapter 5
• Completed throughout the semester



6 x 10 Term Articles 
• Student Choice Current Event 
• 10 Unique Key Terms from the 

chapters we have covered, focus 
on the most recent

• Start after chapter 5
• Completed throughout the semester

• Formatting Check List
• Tips for Success
• Rubric
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20 Term Articles 
• Student Choice Current Event 
• 20 Unique Key Terms from throughout the semester's content
• Due the week before the final

Social Issues Signature Assignment
• At least 2-3 terms from the chapters cover



Final Exam
• 5 Instructor Chosen Current Events Articles
• Students pick 3 to write about
• 45 Unique Key Terms - No notes



General Education Learning Outcomes Met

• Students communicate effectively. 
• Students develop quantitative literacies necessary for their chosen field of 

study. 
• Students think critically and 
• Students develop civic literacy and the capacity to be community-engaged 

learners who act in mutually beneficial ways with community partners. 
• Students develop the knowledge and skills to work with others in a 

professional and constructive manner. creatively. 
• Students develop computer and information literacy. 



Course Learning Outcomes Met
• Demonstrate an understanding of fundamental micro and macroeconomic models, 

methods, and theories.
• Analyze and interpret economic data from graphs, charts, and tables from various 

economic sources.
• Apply micro and macroeconomic models, methods, and theories to demonstrate 

how these are used to explain (both current and past) social and economic issues 
facing individuals, communities, nations, and the global community.

• Explain differences and similarities within (or) across demographic groups and 
the interconnections of society and the individual identity using economic models, 
methods, and theories.

• Examine economic constructs through collaborative activities and discussions to 
engage a diversity of viewpoints in a constructive fashion.

• Demonstrate computer and information literacy skills.



Learning 
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