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❖ I wanted to do something different that 

felt “real” for the students

❖ My students are mostly from affluent 

metro areas but attend campus in a 

rural college town

❖ Hard to see a lot of the urban 

economics policies in a largely rural 

community

Let me rewind…



❖ "Economics is everywhere," but 

sometimes you have to go looking for it.

❖ Roanoke fit: one-industry city, built by the 

railroad . At its peak, the rail yard facilities 

employed over 8,000 workers

❖ Didn't pivot to "eds and meds" like most 

post-industrial cities

Why Roanoke?



Getting there…

❖ Requirement: no driving. I wanted them 

to experience being transit-dependent 

for a day.

❖ Fare-free with student ID (that helped), 

but it’s 75 min by bus compared to 45 

min by car

❖ Lesson from class: opportunity cost 

really matters for public transit policy



What They Saw: Virginia Museum of Transportation





What They Saw: Downtown Roanoke



The Surprise

❖ Timeline: arrive downtown ~11am, but 

the return bus didn’t leave until 4pm. 

❖ Most left early via Uber, rides with 

friends, but several chose to wait 

longer

❖ That delay was unassigned, but it's 

what they said was the best part







Try This Yourself
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