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MISSION

To inspire new solutions to our country’s urgent economic problems by 

building a culture of respectful listening, passionate advocacy, and 

intelligent debate.  

VISION

A world in which people are freed from material worry so each of us can 

contribute our unique gifts, and society reaches its highest potential. 



Overview

❑Background

❑Tools Used

❑Policy Perspectives

❑Three-in-One Activity

❑Resources & Assignment Ideas



When we talk about people’s money, we are talking about:

 

❑ Income (money received on a regular basis)

• Working: Wages, Salaries, Pensions

• Owning: Rents, Interest Payments, Profits

• Government Transfer Payments: Unemployment Benefits, Temporary Assistance to Needy 

Families, SNAP, and more

❑ Wealth (value of all assets owned)

• Stocks

• Bonds

• Property

• Capital
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Income Distribution 

❑ how a nation’s income is divided among the people who live there.

❑ in other words, who gets what

Background



Assume that 100 pennies represent 100% of income: 

What is your ideal number of pennies in each quintile? 
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[left to right quintiles

= lowest to highest 

income groups]



• In 2017, the top 

20% received 48.8 

of our nation’s 

pennies. (Income, not 

wealth)

• Compare your 

group’s distribution 

of 100 pennies to 

the chart on the 

right.
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“In 2017, just eight of the 

richest people on earth own as 

much combined wealth as half 

the human race [equal to 3.6 

billion people]”

NYT, January 16, 2017
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• In June 2026, Elon Musk became the first trillionaire in 

history after his company SpaceX went public. 

• His fortune jumped to an estimated $1.1 trillion 

overnight.



➢ How money is distributed within 

society has always been a 

contentious issue, but it seems 

louder than usual in the news these 

days.

➢ That’s because we all have mixed 

feelings about other people’s 

paychecks. 

➢ It leads to questions about what is 

fair and what is unfair. 



▪ Liberal, Conservative, and Radical perspectives all agree that income 

inequality can cause social conflict. 

▪ But, at the same time, they share the same goal of income that rewards 

contributions fairly. 

▪ However, liberals, conservatives, and radicals fiercely disagree about 

what “fair” means and how to achieve it. 



Lorenze Curve & Gini Coefficient
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Income Distribution Tools

(Liberal, Conservative, and Radical )



Lorenz Curve:

 
A graph of the actual distribution of income compared with a perfectly equal distribution of 
income.

Further away the Lorenze curve is
from the Perfect Equality line
more unequal is the distribution
of income.

Every perspective uses this tool.

Gini Coefficient:

 

A mathematical summary 

of inequality, based on the Lorenz Curve. 

0 < Gini < 1
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How can we describe the current income and 

wealth disparity without judgement?



Which year had 

a lower Gini 

Coefficient, 

1974 or 2017? 

Answer:

1974
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FRED Graph

US Gini Coefficient, 1967 - 2024

https://fred.stlouisfed.org/graph/?g=1NQy5


(Liberal, Conservative, and Radical )
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Income Distribution Policy



Income Distribution Policy: Liberal

1. Use Progressive Taxes

2. Use government redistribution programs to fund: 

• National Security 

• Property Protection

• Infrastructure

• Transparency with Accountability

• Stability

• Equity
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❑ It’s fair for the rich to pay more because they often start out in life with advantages, and they 

benefit the most from the things everyone’s taxes fund.

❑ We redistribute wealth in our country from the richest to the poorest so we can open doors for 

more people to succeed. 

❑ This is how we flatten the income gap and harness the power of incentives in capitalism, all 

while keeping the system fair.

Note:

• Progressive Tax: tax that charges a higher percentage as the total taxed amount increases.

• Flat Tax: tax that charges the same tax rate regardless of total taxed amount. 



Income Distribution Policy: Conservative

1. Reject all Income Taxes

2. Use Flat Consumption Taxes to fund: 
• National Security

• Property Protection

• Infrastructure
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❑ For those in society who struggle to move up, or who fall through the cracks, free-market 

solutions create the opportunities they need to get ahead. 

❑ By replacing government meddling with the right incentives, we no longer have a dangerously 

wide income gap. 

❑ Everyone at every income level is highly motivated and everyone has the opportunity to 

succeed. 

❑ For those few who might still need help, friends and family, religious organizations, 

crowdfunding, and corporate philanthropy give them a hand.

Note:

• Income Tax: Tax on your paycheck, plus other incomes such as dividends from stocks, money 

from rents, & so forth.

• Consumption (Sales) Tax: Tax on products people buy rather than what they earn. 



Income Distribution Policy: Radical

❑ Income is redistributed fairly to start with because we have worker-ownership in democratic 

socialism. Economic justice is baked into the system. 

❑ Dangerous income disparity is further prevented through maximum wage cap legislation. It 

applies across the nation, setting a percentage limit on how high a salary can be relative to the 

lowest salary in a firm. 

❑ This ensures that the income gap will never swell to dangerous levels that could topple our 

society.

1. Use Universal Basic Income (UBI) & Maximum Wage Cap

2. Use Progressive Taxes to fund: 

• National Security 

• Property Protection

• Infrastructure

• Transparency with Accountability

• Stability

• Equity

• Manage Public Ownership

• Community Councils

• Universal Benefits



Three-in-One ACTIVITY

It’s Off  to Work We Go
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JOB SALARY

A. CEO $10,000,000

B. Vice President $300,000

C. Technician $75,000

D. Salesperson $50,000

E. Receptionist $40,000

F. Custodian $25,000

“It’s Off to Work We Go” Activity 

Round I: Neutral

1. Imagine that you are a worker in a crayon factory.

2. Pick a card & turn it over

3. Note your job and salary.

4. Assignment: Share how you feel about your income and job.



Income 

Distribution

Liberal
Fair-Market Capitalism
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“It’s Off to Work We Go” 

Round II: Liberal

❑ Liberals use a progressive income tax to fund government, including programs that level 

the playing field. 

❑ Using liberal perspective statements for your job, please discuss your new take-home pay. 
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onservative
Income 

Distribution

Free-Market CapitalismC
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“It’s Off to Work We Go” 

Round III: Conservative

❑ Conservatives have no income tax. To fund the three areas of government they believe are 

necessary, they use a flat consumption tax. 

❑ Using conservative perspective statements for your job, please discuss your new take-

home pay. 
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Income 

Distribution

Radical
Democratic Socialism
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“It’s Off to Work We Go” 

Round IV: Radical

❑ Democratic socialists fund a Universal Basic Income (UBI) and a Maximum Wage Cap (30X) 

with  redistribution that equals 50% of previous salary. 

❑ Using radical perspective statements for your job, please discuss your new take-home pay.
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Three-in-One ACTIVITY for an Online Class



Liberal Perspective Conservative Perspective Radical Perspective

Neutral

Resources & Assignment Ideas

Videos of different perspectives on each economic issue 



Four Different Types of Submission Options for Students



Liberal Perspective Conservative Perspective Radical Perspective

Samples of Poster Submissions on Income Distribution



Thank you for your time!

Contact Information:

 Ishrat Mahzabeen               Lisa Jahn
 Email: imahzabeen@pima.edu           Email: ljahn@pima.edu

mailto:imahzabeen@pima.edu
mailto:ljahn@pima.edu
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